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C: Finbar, how did you plan your GP training?
F: I met with the Postgraduate General Practice Dean Dr McKnight 
who gave me guidance on specialities which would prove useful. 















































fourth  year  assessment  process  in  general  practice  and  have 
examined in the final medical exam and clinical skills exams. 
Clinical skills sessions in general practice now begin in first year. 
Students  cover  areas  such  as  history  taking  and  examination 
and  start  to  see  patients  for  the  first  time  in  the  community 
environment.  In  my  experience  students  really  enjoy  these 
sessions. They value the protected nature of small group teaching 
with an experienced clinician.












and  sports  medicine,  with  many  GP’s  now  taking  additional 







C: Any insider tips for a young doctor considering becoming 
a GP?
F: I think most would agree that certain attributes are essential 
as a general practitioner: good communication skills, genuine 
caring for your patients, clinical competence, ability to problem 
solve and effective management skills. If you have all these skills 
you are likely to really enjoy working in general practice. I would 
recommend being a portfolio GP; it allows choice and variety 
in your working life and delivers opportunities to develop new 
skills.
Dr Finbar McGrady